REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the Examiner's rejection 
of the above- identified application is respectfully requested in 
view of the foregoing amendments and following remarks. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-7 under the judicially 
created doctrine of double patenting over claims 1-14 of co- 
pending application no. 10/456,665. Applicants submit herewith a 
Terminal Disclaimer, disclaiming that portion of the patent 
issuing on the present application that would extend beyond the 
term of the patent issuing on application Serial No. 10/456,665. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1 and 5 under 3 5 U.S.C. §102 as 
being anticipated by Prestka and rejected claims 1 and 5-7 under 
35 U.S.C. §102 as being anticipated by Mitomi. Claims 4 and 7 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over 
Mitomi in view of Beglinger. The Examiner stated that claims 2 
and 3 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. 

Applicants have amended claim 1 to include the elements of 
claim 2, now canceled. Claim 3 has been amended to depend from 
claim 1. Applicants submit that none of the references cited by 
the Examiner teach or suggest a fastener as claimed in amended 
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claim 1. It is now submitted that claims 1 and 3-7 are 
patentable over the cited documents. Early allowance of the 
amended claims is respectfully requested. 
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HER ET AL. - 37 (CIP) 



, Collard, Reg .No . 22 , 532 
Freedman, Reg. No . 26 , 048 
Collard Richter, Reg . No . 3 5 , 103 
Attorneys for Applicant 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the U.S. Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, on November 5, 2 004. 



Maria Guastella 
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